THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
firstly I would point "out that the above statement,
which I should like to see over the bedroom mantel-
pieces of my friends, is a very watered edition of the
truth, because I am unwilling to exercise too depress-
ing an influence before breakfast. It merely refers to
the basic industrial disadvantage of markets. It does
not take into account such minor little pleasantries as
the War Debt, nor the National Debt, nor any other
of the vast debts with which we are saddled. Nor
does it mention the greatest menace of all - the per-
petual threat of war on a hundred fronts.
I am convinced that young Englishmen do not
realize these things. If you remind them that Ford is
producing fifty cars to Morris's one (I don't know
the real proportions) all that they say is 'How terribly
energetic of him/ If you tell them that America is
about to found an Empire in the South, they only
smile charmingly and say * What fools the Americans
are to attempt anything so tiresome/ If you point
out that English industry is slowly being throttled to
death, they suggest an extra bottle of champagne.
Theirs is a delightful, obviously amusing attitude. I
could say the wittiest things, in that vein, myself.
But I dare not Because I am afraid.
in
WANTED-AN AMERICAN INVASION
Return for a moment to our previous thesis. I
hope that I shall not be accused, after the primitive
economic truths which you have read above, of deny-
ing the enormous disadvantages under which Eng-
land labours in the field of industry. Yet, though I
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